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October 27, 2025

Martin Co., St. Lucie Co., Indian River Co.

STUART— Get ready to escape to a
night of vibrant fun, island elegance,
and heartwarming purpose at Hibis-
cusChildren’s Center’s “Evening in the
Tropics” Casino Night. This much-an-
ticipated event takes place on Friday,
Nov. 14, at the beautiful new Mariner
Sands Country Club, where the eve-
ning will turn into a tropical paradise
fi�lled with excitement.

Guests will be swept away by the
thrill of the casino tables, savor a gour-
met dinner, and dance the night away to
the beats of DJ Brian Lemen. The festiv-
ities begin at 5:30 p.m. with cocktails
and hors d’oeuvres, then head to the ca-
sino to roll the dice. Each guest will re-
ceive a $100 voucher for chips and addi-
tional vouchers can be purchased
throughout the evening. Everyone will
get a chance to win the incredible raffl�e
baskets.
All proceeds from the evening direct-

ly benefi�t children living at Hibiscus
Children’s Center — providing them
with educational and literacy programs,
medical and dental care, and critical
mental health counseling.
Your support ensures children can

heal from trauma, access life-changing
opportunities, and build a brighter fu-
ture insteadof becominganother statis-
tic. Your generosity makes healing pos-
sible.

MARTIN COUNTY

Front row: Dana Anderwald, Carolynn Strom, Chair Molly Hoffman, Judy Stoner, Linda Schwaderer and Diana Baker; back
row: Deb Owens, Mary Zottoli, Joyce Powell and Pam Gardner. PROVIDED BY DANA ANDERWALD

Hibiscus Children’s Center
to present ‘Evening in
the Tropics’ benefi�t

Tracy Savoia
Hibiscus Children’s Center

See BENEFIT, Page 4D

VERO BEACH — The Self-Help Cen-
ter, a cornerstone of United Way of In-
dian River County’s Access to Justice
initiative, is celebrating two years of
transformative service to the commu-
nity. Since opening its doors in Septem-
ber 2023, the center has experienced
remarkable growth.
What began with just 10 customers

in the center’s fi�rst month has grown
exponentially to now average over 200
individuals served each month, sur-
passing 3,500 total served. These num-
bers refl�ect the critical need for suppor-
tive legal services for Indian River
County residents who might otherwise
struggle to navigate complex legal sys-
tems independently.
The Access to Justice initiative ad-

dresses a fundamental challenge facing
many communities: the gap between
those who can aff�ord legal representa-
tion and those who cannot. For families
dealing with housing disputes, individ-
uals seeking protective orders or a di-

vorce, parents navigating custody ar-
rangements, or seniors facing eviction,
the Self- Help Center provides crucial
guidance and resources that can make
the diff�erence between justice served
and justice denied.
In partnership with the Indian River

Clerk of Courts, UnitedWay has created
a sustainable model for delivering legal
assistance through three levels of sup-
port. Residents can access bilingual le-
gal kiosks with forms and resources at
four community locations or online
24/7. Those needing additional help
can work with bilingual professional
staff� fi�ve days a week for guidance on
court processes, procedures, and form
reviews. Virtual consultations with pro
bono attorneys provide legal guidance
on more complex issues.
Behind this success stands a coali-

tion of dedicated community partners.
Funders, including John’s Island Foun-
dation, John’s Island Community Ser-
vice League, Indian River Community
Foundation, and Funding Florida Legal

INDIAN RIVER COUNTY

United Way initiative helps thousands navigate legal system
Sarah Tucci
United Way of Indian River County

See UNITED WAY, Page 4D

Meredith Egan (CEO, United Way of Indian River County) and Ryan L. Butler
(Indian River County Clerk of the Circuit Court and Comptroller) are pictured at
the Jeffrey R. Smith Access to Justice Self Help Center at the Indian River
County Court House. PROVIDED BY UNITED WAY OF INDIAN RIVER COUNTY

FORT PIERCE — GraceWay Village
(GWV) hosted its 12th annual “Butter-
fl�y Kisses” father-daughter dance on
Sunday, Sept. 14 at the historical 500
Orange venue in Fort Pierce, with pro-
ceeds benefi�ting its mission and pro-
grams.
GWV’s mission includes feeding

thehungry, providing clothing to those
in need, and hosting basic life skills
workshops designed to improve lives
and productivity. The nonprofi�t fulfi�lls
its mission by providing free, hot
meals in its Cafe four nights a week
and appropriate clothing, underwear,
socks, and shoes in its Clothing Bou-
tique two days a week, in addition to
its weekly educational workshops.
GWV initiatives are free for all

neighbors inneed,making fundraisers
like the dance crucial to maintaining a
community that off�ers every opportu-
nity for those in crisis to build a foun-
dation for a healthy, independent, and
sustainable life.
Guests enjoyed lunch catered by

Moonswiners Bar-B-Q, dancing, mu-
sic by Next Level Entertainment,

ST. LUCIE COUNTY

GraceWay
Village hosts
father-daughter
dance benefiting
families in need
Jayne Platts
GraceWay Village

GraceWay Village Chief Executive
Officer Chrystal Netherton at the
12th annual “Butterfly Kisses”
father-daughter dance Sunday,
Sept. 14 at the historical 500 Orange
venue in Fort Pierce.
PROVIDED BY J. CLAIR PHOTOS

See DANCE, Page 4D
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FROM THE COVER

Hibiscus Children’s Center is deeply
grateful to its generous sponsors,whose
support helps make this evening ex-
traordinary. Sponsors include the fol-
lowing: Sandy Beaches Sponsors: Ted
and Pat Tiemeyer; High Tides Sponsors:

Braden Urban & Associates, A.I.A, P.A.
Architects and Planners, Joan Damson,
and Richard & Deb Kessler; Coral Reef
Sponsors: Albert M. Covelli Foundation
- Jo Covelli, Dick and Molly Hoffman,
B.D. & Jane McIntyre Foundation –
Charles McIntyre, Robert Crandall and
Ellyn Stevenson, Frank and Patricia
Noonan, and RBC Wealth Management
- Nearing & DallasWealth Management
Group; Balmy Breezes Sponsors: John

and Andi Brennan, Sally Batz and Hen-
ley Sandidge, In Memory of Al Gardner,
Elizabeth Herold, David and Joyce Pow-
ell, and Robert Weissman Foundation;
and Flowing Seas Sponsors: Timothy
and Maureen Cotter and SPECTRA In-
vestment Management.
Special thanks are extended to dee-

jay Brian Lemen and Auctioneer Mi-
chael Izzolo.
This night ismade possible thanks to

the dedication of Event Chair Molly
Hoffman and a passionate committee of
volunteers who are creating an event
you won’t want to miss.
Tickets are $250 per person and

sponsorship packages are available
with great recognition opportunities for
your business. For more information
and/or to purchase tickets, visit
www.HibiscusChildrensCenter.org or
email Lori Swift at lswift@hcc4kids.org.

Benefit
Continued from Page 1D

Aid, have provided essential financial
support alongside United Way, recog-
nizing that access to justice affects
housing stability, family welfare, and

economic opportunity throughout the
community. Additionally, a cadre of 14
volunteer attorneys has provided over
421 hours of pro bono consultations,
donating their expertise to ensure
quality legal guidance is accessible in
our community.
The two-year milestone represents

more than numbers; it represents lives

changed, families stabilized, and com-
munity members empowered to advo-
cate for themselves within the legal
system. As one client shared, “This
program gave me the guidance to com-
plete the process I needed to file. You
gave me step-by-step directions — it
was truly a gift during a stressful time.”
As the center looks toward the fu-

ture, its exponential growth suggests
that the need for such services will
continue to expand. With continued
support from its partners and the coor-
dination of United Way, the Access to
Justice initiative stands ready to meet
that need, ensuring that every member
of Indian River County has a pathway
to justice.

Ana De Andrade, Outreach Specialist, assists a client in navigating the self-help
kiosk to find the forms he needs and schedule an attorney consultation.
PHOTOS PROVIDED BY UNITED WAY OF INDIAN RIVER COUNTY

Access to Justice Self Help Center Director Nancy Luna helps a client navigate
the self- help kiosk.

United Way
Continued from Page 1D

raffles, a silent auction, andactivity sta-
tions, including face painting and cook-
ie decorating.
The dance’s gracious sponsors in-

cluded Bloom Sponsor Dergalis Asso-
ciates; Golden Sunflower Sponsors St.
Lucie Draft House and Calvary Port
Saint Lucie; Butterfly Sponsors Fort
PierceUtilitiesAuthority and Integrated
Wealth Management Group; Flutter
Sponsor Children’s Services Council of
St. Lucie County; Friends of GraceWay
Village Sponsors; Post Insurance and
Financial andHayleyWard, Inc.; and In-
Kind Sponsors Lunch Sponsor Moon-
swiners Bar-B-Q, Catering SponsorDSK
Meal Planning & Catering, and Venue
Sponsor 500 Orange Event Center.
“The 12th annual dance is a reminder

that every sponsorship, donation, and
smile creates a lasting impact for the
families of GraceWay Village,” said
Chrystal Netherton, GWV’s chief exec-
utive officer. “We could not do thiswith-
out our dedicated, compassionate com-
munity.”
Formore information, visitwww.gra-

cewayvillage.com or call 772-925-3074.

Back row: Roger Gates, Travis Gates, Nathan Gates and Dalton Logsdon; front
row: Margaux, Natalee and MacKenzie Gates and Anna Logsdon.

GraceWay Village (GWV) Operations Manager Chrissie Hoeffner, GWV
Administrative Assistant Lori Peters, GWV Chief Operations Officer Chrystal
Netherton and GWV Programs Assistant Michelle Clobes.

Clarence Roberts, GraceWay Village Chief Executive Officer Chrystal Netherton, Travis Wimes, Matt Phinn, Terry McKeliver
and Reginald “Reggie” Cook (kneeling) pictured with their daughters at GraceWay Village’s 12th annual “Butterfly Kisses”
father-daughter dance. PHOTOS PROVIDED BY J. CLAIR PHOTOS
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